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Execu t ive  D i rec tor ,  Pau l  Shar f f  

January Events  
Trainings : 

Provider Orientation  
 January 11  
Family Child Care Bookkeeping and 
Tax Seminar  
  January 12 and 26  
Family Child Care Home Series ñ10 hrs  
  January 27  
  February 3, 10,  and 17  
MAEYC Meeting and Training  
 January 28  
VPK Standards Training  
 February 6  
Implementing the VPK Standards  
 February 6  
Emergent Literacy for VPK Instructors  
Instructor -Led Modelñ10 hrs  
  February 9,11,16, and 18  
Birth to Three Standards  
 February 24, March 3  
Florida Afterschool Standards  
 March 2 and 9  
      

Provider Meeting : 
The Provider Meeting for January has 
been cancelled . 
 
Board Meetings:  
Quality Committee   
 January 12  12:30 pm  
Governance Committee  
 January 19  12:30 pm  

 

www.elc -manatee.org 

Our next featured child care site is 
Kids Club, the afterschool program 
of Congregational United Church of 
Christ. Through the help of Paula 
McKinneyõs T.A.G. ministry, they 
hosted a Christmas puppet presenta-
tion on a Wednesday evening in De-
cember, and invited families and 
community members to attend.   
 
The event was styled in the manner 
of a òvariety show,ó with several 
different puppet skits, a bell choir 
performance of traditional Christmas 
hymns, and ending with a Christmas 
carol sing-a-long involving all of 
those in attendance. The presenta-
tion was then followed by an ice 
cream social, giving the children and 
their families time to interact with 
one another and the Kids Club staff.  
 
The involvement of families and 
even community members in the 
Kids Club program was a major part 
in making the event a success. While 
the puppet presentation and bell 
choir could have been done simply 
as a fun afterschool project, the 
Kids Club thought to involve the 

friends and family of its students.  
This gave those involved a goal to 
work towards, and a sense of pride 
and accomplishment at their work.  
 
According to the After -School Pro-
grams Parent Involvement Plan, pub-
lished in December 2004 by the 
Youth Engaged in Technology project 
at Pennsylvania State University, 
there is a definite link between par-
ent and family involvement in after -
school programs. It claims that 
òChildren achieve more when their 
parents are involved. This is regard-
less of socio-economic status, ethnic 
background, or parentsõ educational 
level.ó It also states that òChildren 
exhibit more positive attitudes and 
behavior when their parents are in-
volved.ó  This performance by Kids 
Club students is an example of that 

philosophy in action.  

 

Follow us on Twitter ð ELCManatee 

The ELC will be closed on January 18th in  

observance of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
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Save the Date  
What:   Free Seminar for Child Care Home Providers  

 

When:   Tuesday, January 12, 2010  or  Tuesday, January 26, 2009  

 

Time:   6:30pm ð 8:30pm  

 

Location:   ELC Training Room  

 

RSVP Required:   ELC Manatee, 941 -757 -2900 ext. 210   

 

Erick Thacher, CPA, of St. Petersburg is offering a free seminar entitled, Family Child 

Care Bookkeeping and  Tax Seminar .  He is a Certified Public Accountant in Florida 

who prepares over 200 tax returns for home child care providers across the country.  

 

Materials will be provided.  

Workbooks will be available.  

Redleaf Calendar Keepers will be available for purchase for $15.00 ð cash or check 

accepted.  

 Dear Providers,  
The Education Department of the ELC-Manatee would 
like to thank those of you who completed our online 
survey. The results are being reviewed, and we will 
publish the name of the site that won the $50 Kaplan 
gift card in an upcoming Friday Provider Update.  
  
Thank you for your participation!  
 

The Education  
Department 

 
 

The ELC of Manatee County is working 
hard to put together our next annual 
provider conference. What we can tell 
you at this point is the date. Grab 
your calendars and block off  

Saturday, April 10th .  
More details to follow!  

 

PayPal F.A.Q.  
 

Q: How do I use PayPal to pay for trainings?  
A: From the ELC website (www.elc -manatee.org) click 
on the òProvidersó tab on the left. Next click òView 
and Register for Training,ó and then choose the train-
ing you would like to attend. Donõt forget to call Erin 
at 757-2900 ext. 253 to put your name on the list.  
 
Q: When does the $10 deposit leave my account?  
A: Once you submit payment for a training, the $10 
deposit is automatically deducted from your account. 
It will be refunded if you attend the training, within 
48 hours of the trainingõs end.  The ELC will not be 
responsible for overdraft fees incurred if there are 
insufficient funds at time of payment.  
 
Q: Do I have to use PayPal to pay training deposits?  
A: Not at all! You always have the option of paying 
with cash or by check (one check per person - no 
group checks will be accepted).  Remember, all de-
posits are due no later than 5:00 pm on the day before  
the training.  

MUST READ!!! 
VPK Open Enrollments for 2010-2011 school year will begin  

February 16, 2010. 

FULL PROVIDER MEMO IS ATTACHED 
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Enjoy this ongoing series highlighting one òDevelopmental Assetó each newsletter. 
  

Asset 2 - External  
 

Positive Family Communication    
Ages 3-5 Parents and/or primary caregivers express themselves positively and respectfully, engaging young children 
  in conversations that invite their input. 
Ages 5-9 Parent(s) and child communicate openly, respectfully, and frequently, with child receiving praise for her or 
  his efforts and accomplishments. 
 

What can I do?  
1. Teach your children words they can use to describe their feelings.  For example, teach them to use pleased, excited, 
content or thrilled instead of just ñhappy.ò 
2. When your children are sad, try to find out why.  If they cannot tell you or do not want to tell you right now, assure them 
that when they are ready to talk, you are ready to listen. 
3. Look at children when you speak to them.  Eye contact is a simple way to let them know you care. 
4. Some teasing is fun and playful, but stop if your child is embarrassed or uncomfortable. 
5. Accept that it is okay for children to cry, and avoid passing judgements on their expressions of sorrow. 
6. Positive language is best. 
 

For more information, visit www.search -institute.org  

 

The Child Health and Development Department would like to remind School 
Readiness Providers: 

Check the ELC ASQ web-site www.elc -manatee.org/asq  for screenings that 
are due for the month of January 2010.  

Any screening(s) remaining on a providerõs web site for December must be 
completed immediately .  

Please be aware your Early Learning Coalition School Readiness contract 
states screenings are to be completed within a specific timeframe. CHD staff 
appreciates your attention in this timely completion.  

Monitor the ASQ web site throughout the month because additional screening 
may appear. 

ASQ answer sheets faxed to Child Health and Development Department 757-
2917 should include the following:  

 Name of Provider (Center/FCCH)  
 Childõs complete name and birth date    
 First and Last name  of person completing the ASQ   
 ASQ interval 
 Date ASQ completed 

You will now be receiving email reminders about the completion of ASQs. 
These are a general reminder for you to check the ASQ website for any ASQs 
you may have for the  

 

If you have any questions please call the Child Health and Development Team at 
757-2900 ext.240 
 

Thank you for being conscientious in completing ASQs 
 within the specific timeframe.  

Behavior Concerns? 
 

The Child Health and Development Team 

now offers the Ages and Stages Question-

naires: Social Emotional (ASQ:SE) screen-

ing tool. The ASQ:SE is designed to iden-

tify children, 3 months through 66 

months of age, whose social emotional 

development may require a further 

evaluation. Behaviors addressed on the 

ASQ:SE include, but are not limited to, 

self-regulation, compliance, affect and 

interaction with people. The ASQ:SE is 

composed of  simple-to-complete ques-

tions designed for use by the childõs par-

ent and/or other primary caregiver. If 

you have any children that display be-

haviors that concern you, call the Child 

Health and Development Team at exten-

sion 240 to coordi-

nate an ASQ:SE 

screening. 

month.  

http://www.elc-manatee.org/asq


C.C.R. & R. 
òThere are no charges/fees associated with a  provider listing in the Child Care Resource & Referral Database or 

for referrals to your program.  If you are asked to provide a payment for a referral or listing in the Child Care Re-
source & Referral database, please call the Agency for Workforce Innovationõs Office of Early Learning at 1-866-

357-3239.  The information reported about a providerõs program is objective program information that is based on 

standards that are attainable for providers based on their type of care.ó 
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From the Finance Department regarding tax year 2009 ---  All providers will receive a Form 1099 -MISC from 
the Early Learning Coalition for payments received  April through December 2009. You should also be re-
ceiving a Form 1099-MISC from Manatee Community Action Agency for payments received January through 
March 2009.  

The next VPK Conference call will be held on Thursday, Jan 14th from 12:30 
to 1:30 pm. We invite you to participate. Attached to this newsletter is a 
downloadable/printable copy of the agenda.  

Cinnamon Oranges 

(from http://www.eatingwell.com/recipes/cinnamon_oranges.html)  

Ingredients:                                                                                                                                                           
4 navel oranges 

2 tbsp orange juice  

2 tbsp lemon juice  

1 tbsp sugar 

1/4 tsp ground cinnamon  

With a sharp knife (adults only), remove rind and white pith from oranges. Cut each into 5 or 6 slices and 
arrange on 4 plates. Whisk together orange juice and lemon juice, sugar and cinnamon. Spoon over the or-
ange slices. 

 

This simple dessert works any time of the year, but its flavors will be the best and brightest in the winter 
when oranges are at their peak.  


