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Important
Dates

Ongoing: storytime at
Manatee County
Library locations, 748-
5555

Farmer’s Market,
Downtown Bradenton
& Ellenton Sports
Complex, Saturday
Mornings

First Fridays,
Lakewood Ranch Main
Street, Free Concerts,
6p-9p every first Friday
of the month

Free Movies, Rossi
Park, 3™ Friday of
every month, starts at
sunset or 7:00pm when
it gets dark early

April Fools, 4/1
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Desoto Children’s
Parade, Palmetto, 4/2

Easter, 4/4

Earth Day, 4/22
Desoto Parade, 4/24
Mother’s Day, 5/9
Armed Forces Day,5/15
Memorial Day, 5/31
Flag Day, 6/14
Father’s Day, 6/20

L 2R R JER R R R 2

Finding the Right Spring Break
and Summer Care for Your Child

When it’s time to select child
spring break care and summer
care for your school-age children,
there are many factors to
consider.

First, think about what interests
your child. Many programs offer
theme related activities. You
want to pay for activities that
interest your child and will
inspire him/her to learn and
grow.

Second, visit the program
unannounced to get a true
picture of what it’s like. Bring
your child with you so they can
have some input.

While you’re there, look for
quality. Is it safe? Is it clean?
Do other children appear to be
happy and are they involved in
activities? Ask questions about
background checks, ratios, and
their policies and procedures.
Find out whether the program is
licensed, licensed exempt or
registered.

Third, ask for references. Talk
with current and past parents
who have enrolled their child/ren
this program.

In addition, if the program is
licensed, you can see inspection
reports by visiting and searching
http://dcfsanswrite.state.fl.us/C
hildcare/provider/.

Executive Director, Paul Sharff

Finally, ask yourself whether
your child will be happy there
and if you will feel
comfortable knowing that your
child is in a safe environment.
We urge you to carefully
interview potential providers
and check references before
placing your child in care and
to continue monitoring your
child care situation. It is
important that you
communicate regularly with
your child and the child care
provider regarding your child’s
daily experiences and
activities.

For assistance in locating a
child care program near your
home or workplace, please
contact our Resource and
Referral Department for a
customized list of programs.



http://dcfsanswrite.state.fl.us/Childcare/provider/
http://dcfsanswrite.state.fl.us/Childcare/provider/
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Listening Games & Activities

Fun Listening Activities

(www.babycenter.com)

Do you feel as if you spend more time talking at your child than to him/her? Many children have
notoriously selective listening skills — they hear what they want and seem to tune out the rest. But
listening is a skill that we can help our children improve. Like a muscle, it needs constant exercise to grow
stronger.

For auditory learners

Talk to your child all the time. Tell her about an interesting story you read in the newspaper. Describe a
conversation you had at work with a friend. When you go shopping for clothes, tell her about the shopping
trips that you used to take with your mom. Get in the habit of narrating everyday chores. If you're in the
kitchen together while you're making dinner, for example, you can say, "I need to measure out two cups of
water and then add one cup of rice..." It may not seem as if your child is paying attention — but she is.
Don't be surprised if you hear her repeating something you said when she talks to someone else. And
remember: Children are natural mimics, so watch your language!

Ask your child to predict how a story will end. Read a book aloud to your child and stop just before the
last page. Ask her to guess how the story will turn out, based on what she's already heard. Then finish the
story and discuss the ending with your child. Was her prediction accurate, or was there a surprise ending? If
the latter, were there any clues to the ending planted earlier in the story?

For physical learners

Use puppets or a tape recorder to relay instructions Your child may choose to ignore you when you ask
her to clean up her room, but she may happily comply if the request comes from one of her favorite
puppets. Or make clean up a game by taping your instructions: "Arrange your dolls on the shelf. Then put
your clothes away. Now make your bed..."

Play "'story chain." Everyone in the family will enjoy this. Have one person begin a story (“Once there
was a little girl who lived in house way under the ocean,") and then have another contribute the next
sentence, and so on. Because each person has to listen to what came before to advance the story, this game
enhances listening skills.

For visual learners

"Read" a song together. Buy a music tape and a corresponding book of lyrics, so you can follow the
words along with the music. Even beginning readers can pretend to read a songbook.

Watch a child's video or television show together. Shows such as Arthur, Sesame Street, and Blue's
Clues are designed for parent participation. Ask your child to tell you what the characters are saying and
doing.
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Promoting Literacy in Your Home

http://www.carolhurst.com/profsubjects/reading/parentreading.html

The message is clear, and, thank goodness, frequent: "Help your child become a more successful reader by reading to him or her
from the time your child is born." Research has shown that it works better than any reading drills, expensive pre-school programs
or reading instruction to help a child learn to read. Besides that, it's cheap and it's fun for both parent and child. However, there's
more. It's not enough to just read aloud for a few minutes, kiss the child goodnight and leave the room. You've got to stick around
a while.

First, book selection matters. Every child loves the familiar and sometimes it's hard to get away from reading the same book every
night or a television or movie rip-off. If that's a problem, extend the session. Read the child's old favorite and then bring out your
choice. Children's librarians are often very knowledgeable about good books and about kids. It's important that you choose the
right book for the right time for your child.

It's important that you like the books you share with children. If a book is supposed to be funny, even if it's for a four year old, it
should strike you, as a living breathing adult, funny. If it's supposed to be sad, you should have trouble getting through it without
at least a lump in your throat. Let your child know what you feel.

When you've finished the book, or maybe before then, it's time for a talk. If you say, "Did you like the book?" You may not get the
discussion you hoped for. A yes or no question is apt to get a shrug or a one word answer -- end of discussion. Go slowly, don't
launch into a treatise on the meaning of the book and on life in general, but saying something like, "I'm surprised at the way it
ended. | thought he'd know it was just his echo™ might be more likely to elicit a response from the child. Whatever you get, accept
it. Be careful not to give the impression that there's only one meaning or logical opinion and it just happens to be yours.
Sometimes a book will remind you of an experience or anecdote. Be sure to share it. Just as you're the best reader that child
knows, you're also the best storyteller and everybody likes a good story, especially if it's true, or almost true.

Web Resources to Explore

e Parents Choice: Read Aloud Together List http://www.parents-choice.org/readlist.cfm
On this site, you'll find a suggested list of "Read Aloud Together Comfort Books."

e Carol Hurst's Recommended Books for Reading Aloud
http://www.carolhurst.com/profsubjects/reading/readingaloud.html
Browse this list compiled by Carol Hurst, leading children's literature expert.

e Jim Trelease's Read Aloud Book Lists
http://www.trelease-on-reading.com
Trelease offers selections from the "Treasury of Great Read-Alouds" section of the Read-Aloud Handbook. There are
detailed summaries of wordless books, picture books, short novels, and novels, including author and publisher
information.

Recommended Reading
Chickens Aren’t the Only Ones by Ruth Heller
The Great Kapok Tree by Lynn Cherry
Emmaline and the Bunny by Katherine Hannigan
Memorial Day Surprise by Theresa Golding
Love You Forever by Robert Munsch
My Dad by Anthony Browne
April Foolishness by Teresa Bateman

VISIT YOUR NEAREST LIBRARY!

For the entire article, visit the website listed on the top of this page.



http://www.carolhurst.com/profsubjects/reading/parentreading.html
http://www.parents-choice.org/readlist.cfm
http://www.carolhurst.com/profsubjects/reading/readingaloud.html
http://www.trelease-on-reading.com/
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EASTER

Pringle Can Bunny Basket — See below
(younger children will need help)

Supplies:

Small Pringles Can

Novelty eyes

3 pompoms for nose

2 pipe cleaners (chenille stems)
Craft Glue

Scissors and Construction Paper

Punch two holes in the sides of the can for
the handle.

Cut a piece of paper to fit the outside of the
can and glue it.

Cut 2 bunny ears and 2 bunny feet. Glue the
ears to the front and feet to the bottom.

Cut 2 centers for the bunny ears and glue in
the center of the ears.

Glue the eyes to the center of the face.

Glue the nose by putting two pompoms side
by side and the third directly underneath the
center of the top two.

Twist the pipe cleaners and fasten to each
hole to form the handle.

(www.allfreecrafts.com)

Easter bunny soft and white,
Hopping quickly out of sight.
Bringing treats and goodies too,
I wish | could play with you.
Turn around, don’t hop away,
Maybe you can stay and play!
Sung To:. Twinkle, Twinkle

‘F
Songs4teachers.com ﬁ

EARTH DAY

It is important to make earth day
meaningful for your children because
the future of the earth will eventually
end up in their hands. Getting them
involved in activities that teach the
meaning of earth day will be the most
Here are a
few ideas to get your children involved:

beneficial and memorable.

Plant something

Make a pinecone birdfeeder

Clean up the outdoors

Recycle

Make the science activity on page 6

(www.helium.com)

ARMED FORCES DAY 5/15
MEMORIAL DAY 5/31
FLAG DAY 6/14

ELC PROGRAM INFORMATION

Child Care Resource and
Referral

Anyone looking for child care in
Manatee County can contact the
CCRR Program for customized
listings of child care programs.
This is a free service for families
and child care providers.

VPK

Did your child turn 4 on or before
September 1%'? If so, they are
eligible for free Voluntary
Prekindergarten (as long as
they’ve not already participated in
VPK). Contact the ELC for
enrollment information.

School Readiness

Eligible families can receive
financial assistance for child care.
Currently, there is a waitlist. You
can apply by contacting our office

and requesting a waitlist
application. These applications are
also on our website under
“documents”.

We have a lot of information for
you on our website. Check it
out!

We’re on the Web!
www.elc-manatee.org

* Early ~
Learning Coalition

OF MANATEE COUNTY, INC.

Early Learning Coalition of
Manatee County
3526 9™ St. W., Suite 200
Bradenton, FL 34205
Phone: (941) 757-2900
Fax: (941) 757-2916

Please visit our partner’s
website too for more

program information:
http://www.familypartnership.org



http://www.elc-manatee.org/
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Delicious Math

Jelly Beans

(angelfire.com)

Put 15 jelly beans in front of your child. Help them use the
jelly beans to solve these problems. (Use sugar free if you
prefer.)

Have your child tell you how many there are of each color.
Then, help them do these problems:

How many piles of 4 can you make?
How many are left over?
How many piles of 2 can you make?
How many are left over?
How many piles of 5 can you make?
How many are left over?
How many piles of 10 can you make?
How many are left over?
How many piles of 3 can you make?
How many are left over?

Put the 15 jelly beans in front of your child.

Have them eat two. How many are left?

Eat 4 more.

How many are left now?

And on and on until they are all gone!
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Earth Friendly Science

(Kaboose.com)

Recycle a milk jug and make new feathered friends with this creative nature craft
for kids.

What you'll need:

Empty quart sized cardboard milk carton
Scissors

String or cord

Hole punch or pencil

Bird seed

How to make it:

1.

Have an adult help you cut a hole in the bird feeder — it should be big
enough so a bird could come and sit and eat the feed, but not too big or
the carton will become unstable.

Have an adult help you cut a hole using the hole punch in the top of the
milk carton and put a string through the hole. Alternatively, you can poke a
hole on either side of the flap at the top of the carton by poking a pencil
through the top.

Tie a knot in the string.

Fill the carton with bird seed until it reaches the top of the hole.

Hang the cart on a tree branch and watch the birds enjoy their snack!

A quart size carton works perfect as it isn't too large and holds a decent
amount of food.

You may choose to decorate the outside of the carton but keep in mind
that it will be outside in the elements and decorations may wash off in the
rain. Also, you wouldn't want the birds pecking at flaking paint!

Check your bird feeder regularly and refill as needed.

Follow ELCManatee on

Toy Recall Information

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/
category/toy.html
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