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Community Resources in and
around Manatee County

Whole Child Project - The Whole Child

Connection is a comprehensive web-based
service delivery system that helps Manatee
County families access the services they

Executive Director, Paul Sharff

Salvation Army -emergency
assistance, shelter, transitional
living, food, and basic necessities for
homeless men, women and children
and for those at risk for
homelessness.

uss.salvationarmy.org 941-748-5110

Community Resources need to enhance their quality of life or often

simply make ends meet.
wholechildmanatee.com

Redirecting Children’s Behavior -
practical parenting skills class
incaf.com 941-807-0836

Important Dates

941-749-3059

Listening Games & Activities
Women’s Resource Center — The WRC is

Promoting Literacy

Seasonal Information

ELC Program Information

Delicious Math

Winter Science
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Important
Dates

Ongoing: storytime at
Manatee County
Library locations, 748-
5555

Farmer’s Market,
Downtown Bradenton
& Ellenton Sports
Complex, Saturday
Mornings

First Fridays,

Lakewood Ranch Main
Street, Free Concerts,
6p-9p every first Friday
of the month

Free Movies, Rossi
Park, 3™ Friday of
every month, starts at
sunset or 7:00pm when
it gets dark early

Hanukkah, 12/11
Winter, 12/21
Christmas, 12/25
Kwanzaa, 12/26

New Years, 1/1

MLK Day, 1/18
Valentine’s, 2/14
President’s Day, 2/15

the place in Manatee County for women to
discover their strengths, build their

confidence and find their path to success.
wrcmanatee.org

Jobs Etc. — Jobs ETC provides a wide range

of employment services to both employers
and employees.
Jobsetc.org

Goodwill - development and operation of
high-impact social services that result in
good jobs, good homes, and good
neighborhoods
goodwillindustries.org

Manatee Children’s Services - Dedicated

to breaking the cycle of child abuse.

manateechildrensservices.com 941-345-1200

Manatee Community Action Agency -
Dedicated to helping people help them
selves and each other
manateecaa.org

Healthy Start - free support services for
pregnant women, new mothers and infants.
healthystartmanatee.com

Jewish Family Services - promotes self-
sufficiency and provides people with the

resources and internal tools to make positive

choices and changes.
jfcs-cares.org

Family Partnership Center - effective
parenting of youth and children
Familypartnership.org

HOPE Family Services - promoting safety,
strength and well-being for those affected by

domestic violence in Manatee County.
hopefamilyservice.org

941-747-6797

941-714-7449

941-747-8930

941-827-2887

941-714-7541

941-366-2224

941-756-3007

941-747-8499

Manatee Glens - helps families in crisis
with mental health and addiction services
and supports the community through
prevention and recovery.

manateeglens.org 941-782-4617

Family Resources - encouraging
personal development of children and
youth while working to strengthen and
support healthy relationships among
family members. Safe shelter,
counseling, education, outreach, and
appropriate referral and follow-up
services.
family-resources.org 941-741-3575
Bill Galvano One Stop Center -
provides information and referral, day
resource services and rental assistance,
also provides leadership and advocacy for
issues related to homelessness. Free
lunch served daily by Our Daily Bread.
cchomeless.com 941-747-1509

Project Heart - assists families and
students who are homeless or at risk of
becoming homeless. Tutoring, school
supplies, case management, referrals for
services and counseling are provided.
Assistance with school registration and
remaining in the same school throughout
the school year may be provided.
www.manatee.k12.fl.us/index.html
941-708-8770

211 is also a great resource! Dial from
any phone.
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http://www.goodwillindustries.org/meet-services.html
http://www.manatee.k12.fl.us/index.html
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Listening Games & Activities

Do You Hear What | Hear? - Listening Activities
By Judith Maginnis Kuster

"There is only one rule to become a good talker-- learn how to listen," said an unknown author.
Although speech-language pathologists and audiologists may suggest additional "rules," both
professions agree that listening is an important skill. Speech-language and hearing specialists
often incorporate listening activities with individuals who have speech sound differences or
disorders and those who have hearing impairment, including those with cochlear implants.

Listening activities are also used to help individuals recovering from aphasia to improve auditory
memory, teach individuals with autism spectrum disorders, help clients with attention or central
processing disorders, and serving many other clients. Visit these websites with your children.

Listening for Environmental Sounds

e The FindSounds search engine (www.findsounds.com/types.html) locates online
sounds made by birds, animals, natural events, household items, musical
instruments, holiday events, people, tools, vehicles, and more.

e Bananas in Pyjamas
(www.abc.net.au/children/bananas/games/animal_sounds/default.htm) offers
a timed animal-sound matching/concentration activity with easy, hard, or very
hard examples.

o Animal Sounds (www.perunakellari.fi/animalsounds/animal-e.html) invites the
user to type the name of the animal heard from a word bank of 21 animals.

e  Who Am | (www.kidsplanet.org/games/js/whoami.html) asks users to guess
sounds made by 20 animals heard at night.

Listening for Speech

e Brain Teasers (www.brainconnection.com/teasers/?main=ma/ffdomino) has
several activities such as Sound Dominoes and Memory that feature
discriminating speech sounds.

e Alien Scavenger Hunt (www.earobics.com/gamegoo/games/alien/ashlo.html)
asks players to choose the sounds they hear in the word presented.

e Memory (www.brainconnection.com/teasers/?main=ma/ffmemory) is a
concentration game of sounds and words.

e Fuzzy Lion Ears (http://pbskids.org/lions/games/ears.html) is a game of
listening for beginning sounds in words.



http://www.findsounds.com/types.html
http://www.abc.net.au/children/bananas/games/animal_sounds/default.htm
http://www.perunakellari.fi/animalsounds/animal-e.html
http://www.brainconnection.com/teasers/?main=ma/ffdomino
http://(www.earobics.com/gamegoo/games/alien/ashlo.html
http://www.brainconnection.com/teasers/?main=ma/ffmemory
http://pbskids.org/lions/games/ears.html
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Promoting Literacy in Your Home
http://www.rif.org/parents/readingaloud/default.mspx

Research and practice show that one simple activity — reading aloud — is the best way to prepare children for learning to
read and to keep them reading as they learn and grow. Reading aloud helps your children develop the language skills that they
will use in school and throughout their lives.

Reading aloud also creates a special time for you to bond with your children. Cuddle together as you share adventures. Laugh at
silly characters, root for heroes, and wag your fingers at villains. And do it together. At the same time, you'll be helping your
children develop a lifelong appreciation for reading.

Why read aloud? Because reading aloud:

Is great fun, and it benefits your children's growth as readers and learners.

Nurtures your children's love of both the written and spoken word.

Gives you a chance to rediscover favorite stories and find new ones.

Helps your children develop important language skills that will help them learn to read on their own.

Web Resources to Explore

Parents Choice: Read Aloud Together List http://www.parents-choice.org/readlist.cfm
On this site, you'll find a suggested list of "Read Aloud Together Comfort Books."
Carol Hurst's Recommended Books for Reading Aloud
http://www.carolhurst.com/profsubjects/reading/

readingaloud.html

Browse this list compiled by Carol Hurst, leading children's literature expert.

Jim Trelease's Read Aloud Book Lists

http://www.trelease-on-reading.com

Trelease offers selections from the "Treasury of Great Read-Alouds" section of the Read-Aloud Handbook. There are
detailed summaries of wordless books, picture books, short novels, and novels, including author and publisher
information.

Read Aloud Suggestions from the Family Literacy Foundation
http://www.read2kids.org/readaloud_suggestions.htm

Make the most of reading aloud with these tips from the Family Literacy Foundation.

Recommended Reading
Waiting for Winter by Sebastian Meschenmoser
The Story of Snow by Mark Cassino
All the World by Liz Garton Scanlon
The Snowy Day by Komako Sakai
M.L.K.: Journey of a King by Tonya Bolden
A Sweet Smell of Roses by Angela Johnson
Hanukkah at Valley Forge by Stephen Krensky
D is for Drinking Gourd: An African American Alphabet
By Nancy Sanders
Seven Spools of Thread: A Kwanzaa Story by Angela Medearis
On Christmas Eve by Margaret Wise Brown
The Day It Rained Hearts by Felicia Bond

George Washington’s Cows by David Small

VISIT YOUR NEAREST LIBRARY!



http://www.rif.org/parents/readingaloud/default.mspx
http://www.parents-choice.org/readlist.cfm
http://www.carolhurst.com/profsubjects/reading/readingaloud.html
http://www.carolhurst.com/profsubjects/reading/readingaloud.html
http://www.trelease-on-reading.com/
http://www.read2kids.org/readaloud_suggestions.htm
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KWANZAA CHRISTMAS ELC PROGRAM INFORMATION
Kwanzaa is a seven day celebration. It 2 Child Care Resource and
begins on December 26, the day after Referral
Christmas, and lasts until January 1, the first
day of the new year. Anyone looking for child care in
L Manatee County can contact the
The celebration is focused around seven very CCRR Program for customized
important Principles, called nguzo saba. Check out www.claus.com or

Though these principles are important all
year long, they are thought about a great deal
during this holiday.

Each night, people gather together to light
the candles of the kinara and to share their
thoughts on the special Principle of that day.

The gatherings take place seven times until
all seven candles have been lit and all seven
Principles have been talked about.

People might get together in their homes, or
they may gather in a church or the home of
another family they know.

On the sixth day, which falls on December
31, there is a great feast called the karamu.
This is a joyous celebration of music,
happiness, folktales, song, and dance.

During the feast everyone present will sip
from the kikombe cha umoja, the cup of
unity. The karamu is also the time when the
zawadi, the gifts, are exchanged.

www.alro.com

P

There is a holiday that I know, and
Kwanzaa is its name oh
candle lights and food so good,
all around my neighborhood,
love and thanks for all that"s good,
and Kwanzaa is its hame oh.

Sung To:. BINGO
Perpetualpreschool.com

i

www.northpole.com with your child
for cyber fun!

HANUKKAH

Macaroni Menorah T make by using dried
pasta and lentils. Older children will have
no problem creating this on their own.
Younger ones may need an adult to draw
the menorah in light pencil before they get
started.

You will need

A dry macaroni

A dry lentils

A white glue

A cotton bud

A red crepe paper
A cardboard
Directions

1. Take some small pieces of red crepe
paper and roll them between your fingers
until they are thin enough to poke inside
some macaroni. Use this technique to
make nine macaroni candles.

2. Paste the candles onto the card to make
a Menorah. Use two pieces of macaroni for
the shamash.

3. Using white glue and a cotton bud, paint
on the rest of the menorah and decorate
using dry lentils.

4. Cut out and paste onto contrasting
cardboard to make a card or picture.

listings of child care programs.
This is a free service for families
and child care providers.

VPK

Did your child turn 4 on or before
September 1%'? If so, they are
eligible for free Voluntary
Prekindergarten (as long as
theydve not alre
VPK). Contact the ELC for
enrollment information.

School Readiness

Eligible families can receive
financial assistance for child care.
Currently, there is a waitlist. You
can apply by contacting our office

and requesting a waitlist
application. These applications are
also on our website under
Afdocument so.

We have a lot of information for
you on our website. Check it
out!

We’re on the Web!
www.elc-manatee.org
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OF MANATEE COUNTY, ING,

Early Learning Coalition of
Manatee County
3526 9™ St. W., Suite 200
Bradenton, FL 34205
Phone: (941) 757-2900
Fax: (941) 757-2916

Please visit our partner’s
website too for more

program information:
http://www.familypartnership.org



http://www.afro.com/CHILDREN/fun/kwanzaa/seven.html
http://www.afro.com/
http://www.claus.com/
http://www.northpole.com/
http://www.elc-manatee.org/
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Delicious Math

(Measuring and Fractions)

Microwave Cornbread

(from http://vegweb.com/index.php?topic=29641.0)

Ingredients:

1/2 cup cornmeal

1/2 cup flour (I use whole wheat)
1 to 2 tablespoons sugar (I use 1T)
1/2 teaspoon baking powder

1/4 teaspoon baking soda

1/4 teaspoon salt

2/3 cup plain soymilk or water

Directions:

Mix dry ingredients in medium sized microwavable bowl. Add soymilk or water; batter will be
thick. Make sure to leave room for the bread to rise. Microwave for one and a half to three
minutes, depending on your microwave and the bowl you are using. Bread is done when the top
stops bubbling and looks dry.



http://vegweb.com/index.php?topic=29641.0
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Winter Science

Cold Paleontologist

Freeze small toy dinosaurs (or other toys)
into ice cubes and then let your children

use a small mallet to break them out.

With older children, they could also
estimate how much time it will take

the ice cubes to melt — with and without salt.

gy

Igloo

Read The Igloo by Charlotte and
David Yue or The Polar Bear Son:
An Intuit Tale by Lydia Dabcovich

Talk about how igloos are made and
how they protect Eskimos. Then
have your children try to make one
using either sugar cubes and frosting
or ice cubes and salt (helps stick
cubes together).

Follow ELCManatee on

Toy Recall Information #
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/

category/toy.html




