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Why School Readiness?

ñIf we fail at school readiness, you and I will 

pay the price in the prisons we build, the 

police we hire, the judges we need, the taxes 

we pay and, most of all, with the very future 

of these children ïand ultimately, our own 

future.ò

David Lawrence, Jr.

President of Early Childhood Initiative 

Foundation of Miami
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The History of the Florida Early 

Learning System

In 1999, the Florida Legislature passed 

s. 411.01 F.S., the ñSchool Readiness 

Actò.  This bill created the Florida 

Partnership for School Readiness (FPSR) 

and called for the creation of local school 

readiness coalitions with the overall goal 

of ensuring that all children are eager to 

learn and ready to succeed when they 

enter kindergarten.



The History of the Florida Early 

Learning System (continued)

In November 2002, voters passed a 

constitutional amendment creating the 

Voluntary Prekindergarten Education 

(VPK) Program, and in January 2005, the 

Governor signed House Bill 1-A to guide 

implementation.



Changes to the Florida Early 

Learning System
Statutory Changes:

ÅSchool Readiness Coalitions (renamed as Early 
Learning Coalitions) to administer both Pre-K (VPK) 
and School Readiness

ÅTransfers the direction of School Readiness 
Programs to the Agency for Workforce Innovation 
(AWI)

ÅReduced the number of coalitions statewide to 31.

ÅCoalitions must serve a minimum of 2000 children.

ÅThere were several governance/

membership changes.
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ÅDay-to-Day Operations

ÅAccountability of Program Delivery

ÅPayment and Attendance System

ÅTraining and Technical Assistance to Local Coalitions

ÅEarly Learning Advisory Committee

ÅEarly Learning Coalitions

Office of Early Learning



ÅFunding Agreements

ÅMemos of Understanding

ÅGrant Awards

ÅProgram/Financial  

Monitoring

ÅChartering

ÅPlan Approval

ÅBudget Approval

ÅPerformance Oversight

Early Learning 

Coalitions

Office of Early

Learning



Coalition Board 

Responsibilities


